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Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send 

forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 

by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ 

Our Lord, Amen.
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 Baptized Catholic, family left the church consequently no faith

 Account Manager, Network Communication, Wellington

 Car accident led me to conversion to Christianity at 27 

 America

 Came back into Catholic Church

 15 years traveling America in prolife ministry and Catholic Worker 

 Entrepreneur 5 years

 Market Director for 3 years

 49yrs old had a heart attack – what were my priorities?

 Franciscan University as a Major Gift Officer – bringing my missionary heart and 

business head together. 

 Serve in various advisory capacities for the university and as a consultant with 

AskRIGHT, now back in NZ.



Catholic Philanthropy and What is 

distinctive and How is it Encouraged? 

1. Distinctive Characteristics  

2. Context and Challenges of our times 

3. How is it encouraged? 

4. Questions 



Part One – Distinctive Characteristics 

of Catholic Philanthropy

David Powick



Henri Nouwen

“From the perspective of the Gospel, 

fundraising is not a response to a crisis. 
Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form 

of ministry. It is a way of announcing our 
vision and inviting others into our mission. 
Vision and mission are central to the life 

of God’s people that without vision we 
perish and without mission we lose our 

way.”



The Great Commission 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

– Matthew 28 



Archdiocese and Diocese 

Religious Orders 

Pontifical Missions



Catholic Stewardship (Discipleship) 

1. Time offered in prayer 

2. The call to share our 
Talents in service 

3. Treasure a proportion of 
income 



Pioneers who saw fundraising as ministry 



Scripture-based 

Fundraising …

 Encourages growth in virtue

 Reveals God’s generosity 

 Expands our generosity 

 Increases the mission of the Church

 Grows our gratitude for the Church’s mission

 Makes Catholics happier 

 Allows everyone to participate in mission

 Enables people to live their calling 

Eight lessons about fundraising from St Paul

2 Corinthians 9:10





Why do Catholic Diocese need to fundraise?

1. Relationships

2. Innovation

3. Mission alignment Catholic identity

4. Information management 

5. Diversified income 

6. Money for mission



RELATIONSHIPS

1. Catholic Philanthropy deepens the relationship 

between the Catholics and the Church.

2. They also don’t give money to a relationship they 

don’t trust.

3. Leadership need to know and communicate 

with their supporter base.

4. Leadership accountability – you wouldn’t do 

something to offend a friend.

5. People take a greater interest in organisations 

they give to.



INNOVATION

 Feedback, advice and input from the donor 

 Collaboration to achieve mission

 Time, Talent and Treasure



CATHOLIC IDENTITY

"If we do not confess to Christ, what would we be? ... We 

would end up a compassionate NGO.” Pope Francis – First 
day on the job

Categories of feasibility study question 

 Perception of organisations and its leadership

 Belief in project and support for the cause 

 Likelihood of giving and helping with fundraising

Donors demand productivity, transparency, and 
accountability preventing mission drift.

To gain support, Catholic non-profits must ask the question: 
why is our mission important?



INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

 Perception of organisation in the community

 One source of truth - collaboration between 

organisation departments

 Volunteer base 

 Lay participation 

 Platform to communicate mission 

 Fundraising demands competent database 

management

 Accurate information leads to effective 
fundraising activities



TRANSPARENCY & ACCOUNTABILITY

 Finances – Clear detailed report of income and 

expenditure.

 Accountable to Mission – All non-profits that receive 
government grants struggle with mission drift. Donors will 

give to organisations that are more effective, whose mission 
is relevant to them. Donation income reflects organisation 

success. 

 Choosing leadership – Support of leadership can be a 
crucial factor in a donor decision to support an 

organisation. Catholics want to see leadership living out the 
values of the 
non-profits. 



DIVERSIFIED INCOME

Anyone sitting on a board should know the importance 
of diversified income.

Some things to think about here:

1. Very likely that government funding to Church 

agencies will decrease

2. Risk 

3. Shows competence to supporters



MONEY FOR MISSION

 Strategically plan for short and long-term expansion.  

 Fundraising provides a platform to share the mission 

and for Catholics to take part in the mission. 





CLICK TO EDIT SLIDE TITLE – OPTION C

 The Landscape

 Our response

 The practical 

 Personal stories of encouragement – Brian M. and 

Myrad F.

Part 2: Being a Catholic fundraiser in today’s 

world
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:

 Royal Commission is crushing one of the world’s most powerful institutions;

 Priests around the world defrocked;

 Countries like Ireland, once-unquestioned Catholic identity is now fading ;

 In America - a Pew survey found that, as of 2015, while 32% of Americans 
were raised Catholic, just 21% remained so; 

 Fewer young people consider themselves Catholic;

 The Church’s image among people under 30 has never been worse, 
meaning the next generation of priests — and parishioners — simply may not 
be there.

It is UNDERSTANDABLE that we feel we are on the back foot.

The Landscape
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 declining enrollment in catholic higher education

 closing of some Catholic universities

 a sense of a loss of relevance of a Catholic faith and liberal arts 

education

 the sexual abuse scandal has snowballed into all sectors 
including investigations into priests at Catholic universities

 negative, inaccurate, publicity that has threatened our 

orthodox and passionately Catholic Franciscan brand and 
benefactor confidence

 Lastly, in the last six months we have had the resignation of a 

President, another shaking of confidence.

And at Franciscan University…



YES, it is UNDERSTANDABLE that we feel we are on the back foot.
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1. Our Response

Acceptance – this is the new normal 

 
 

Knowing this can be a strategic advantage 

 
 

Prayer and discernment 

 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God 

– what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Rom. 12.2 



 
 

A call to faithfulness 

- fear not 

- step up 

- step out 

- go forth 

- lean into the challenge 

How? 



1. The Practical 

 

 

 

 

Control the controllable 

= 

Attitude and Activity 

 



Attitude 

 

 

 

 



“Fundraising is as spiritual as giving a sermon, 

entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick, or 

feeding the hungry!” Henri J.M. Nouwen, A Spirituality of 

Fundraising. 

 

As a ministry, Catholic fundraising includes: 

- Proclamation 

- Invitation 

- And Conversion  



Catholic fundraising as ministry – Proclamation 

 

 



Catholic fundraising as ministry – Invitation 

 

 



Catholic fundraising as ministry – Conversion 

 

 



How can Catholic Philanthropy be 

encouraged?



Phone Call



Discovery Meeting



Making the Ask



RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

1. Cash in Bank: 2.55%

2. Endowment Fund: 6.1 to 20.2%

3. Property and Private Real Estate: 34% 

(2005 best)

4. Fundraising: net 400% 

(with fundraising cost of 20%)



44%

51%

0.61%

3.4%

Funding Ministries – 2017 Income Sources

Fundraising

The Catholic FoundationParish Levies

Investments



Fundraising 
Office

Cardinal’s 
Lunch

Cardinal’s 
Care 

Appeal 

Combined 
Ministries 
Appeal 

Bequests
Grants and 
foundations

Parish 
Offertory 

Giving 

Cathedral 
Capital 

Campaign




